Heroes Wanted

here was a time when

Americans looked

upon teirclectedof

cials
s vilations and scandals
were the exception rather
than the rule, and when hid:
ing behind the power of offi
was a virtwally unknown
practice. But where are our
‘modern heroic statesmen?
Don't be surprised if it takes
You a minute (o name one.
When we evaluate the charac-
ter of public officials tod:
we simply shrug and say (o

ach other, “Well, what do you

expect? He isa politician.” If
the clectorate’s expectations
of an officeholder are low, is
it surprising when his perfor-
mance reflects that?

In the late 18005, Americans
twie lected Grover Cle
land as President of the
United States. Cleveland was

not elected because he wa
anybody’s *sweetheart” ot
because he made promises to
powerful interest groups. n
today's vernacular he might
be de: as “charismati-
cally challenged,” which is
nother way of saying that
President Cleveland told it
like it was. He was known
for being brutally honest, and
people always knew where
they stood with him. Voters
ofthat time found Clevelrds
rity refreshing and
endearing, They respected
him and found him casy to
follow. He was their hero,

Fast forward 0 1992, when

the people of Michigan enact-

ed statewide term limits

This initiative has led to an

unprecedented development

1998: At least 58 percent of

Michigan's House of Repre

entatives seats will turn ove

€ Kosrono,
VicePresens o Devpment

Compare that to historical
\cumbent reclection rates of
greater than 60 or even 90
percent. This presents a
tremendous opportunity for
change. Accordingly, the
Mackinac C
Polic
Statesmanship Training
Program. This program will
prepar for office candidates
who undersiand basic cco-
nomic princiles and who
10 communicate them
offcuively and apply them
public policy issucs. Today’s

It s not too much to expect
leaders o provide leadership;
her is it inconceivabl
that public offcals should be
heroes. Or, as Cleveland him-

self said, Tjhose who worth
ly seek public employment
have the right to insist that
merit and competency shall
be recognized instead of the.
surrender of honest political
belief.”

Your Mackinac Center sup-
port will help a new genera-
tion of political Ieaders p
Sound cconomic and culural
advancement into practice. !




